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School News 

 

6th Grade Ethnic 

Unit: Hopefully your 
sixth grader is making 
progress on their 
country report. Now might be a good time to check in 
with them. Ask them to show you what they have 
completed for subtopics one and two. Ask them what 
they will be working on for subtopics three and four. 
Ask to see their cover, and maps. If they are unable to 
show you that these things are completed they might 
need to spend a little time at home in the evening 
catching up. Most of class time in social studies is 
spent working on the report. Students will have to have 
a completed report and present to the class in order to 
qualify to attend the annual Folk Fair on December 21, 
2018. The Fold Fair begins at 8:00 am and ends at 
9:30. We hope you are able to stop by. Students will 
share what they learned from their research, and some 
will have a traditional food to sample from the country 
they researched.  
 

Parenting “Tweens”: As we know, parenting “tweens” 
can be challenging. Check out the following article that 
helps explain these challenges. Parenting Tweens: 
Everything You Should Know 
 
Concert Date Reminder: All students should report for 
warm up one half hour before the concert.  Dress 
uniform is black pants or skirt and a white shirt.  
 

● 12/5 - 7:00 p.m. - 7th Grade Band, Choir and 
Orchestra 

● 12/13 - 7:00 p.m - 8th Grade Band, Choir and 
Orchestra 

● 12/18 - 7:00 p.m. - 6th Grade Band, Choir and 
Orchestra  

● 1/16 - 7:00 p.m. - 6th Grade Beginning Band 
and Orchestra 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

Date Event Time 

12/5/2018 7th Grade Concert 7:00 pm 

12/7/2018 Middle School Dance 3:00-4:45 pm 

12/13/2018 8th Grade Concert 7:00 pm 

12/18/2018 6th Grade Concert  7:00 pm 

12/21/2018 6th Grade Ethnic Folk Fair 8:00-9:30 am 
 
 
7th Grade Art and Design 

Class:  

 

7th grade Art and Design 
students are painting 
atmospheric watercolor 
landscapes.  Students explored 
various watercolor techniques to 
help create a sense of space and 
mood. 
 
 
7th Grade Social Studies: 7th grade social studies 
classes are studying the history of Africa. One of the 
major points of African history is the griot- a person who 
would tell the history of their clan through stories and 
fables.  Students worked together to create original 
African folk tales and acted them out for class. 

  

 

 

https://childmind.org/article/what-parents-should-know-about-tweens/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Parenting%20Tweens&utm_campaign=Weekly-11-20-18
https://childmind.org/article/what-parents-should-know-about-tweens/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Parenting%20Tweens&utm_campaign=Weekly-11-20-18
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Better Health=Better 

Learners . Having 
healthy choices at school 
helps keep our children 
healthy and ready to 
learn. The school 
wellness policy helps our 
school create an action 
plan for nutrition and 
physical activity at 

school.  Parents can share their opinions and help 
make sure the policy is meeting the needs of our 
students. Please check out our school wellness 
policy at: 
http://www.sdsm.k12.wi.us/for_families/school_nutriti
on/resources. If you would like to share feedback or 
join our wellness committee, please contact Karen 
Stichart, Director of School Nutrition Services. 
 

Honor Roll:  Congratulations to all of our students 
who have made the honor roll. Click Here  to see the 
list of students. 
 

 

Middle School Food Carts: Starting next week, we 
will be giving second breakfast and the food cart 
another try. In order to help increase the efficiency, 
we made the following modifications: 

● Limited food choices for students. 
● Students MUST have their ID in order to 

participate  (All grade levels). This will make 
the lines go much faster. Students will not be 
able to purchase items without their ID and 
will be instructed to go back to class. 

 
Spelling Bee Winners: Congratulations to the 
following middle school students who moved on to 
the district spelling bee on January 31 at 1:30 pm in 
the District Board Room.  Some of the challenging 
words included:  rebuked doffing, and plodding. Good 
Luck! 
 
Brady Ahler 
Gian Arcia 
Sophia Marie Bartz 
Megan Brandt 
Noelle Chappel 
Brady Charon 
Sierra Crogan 
Emily Frost 
Mohamed Gmer 
Chloe Grandy 
Gianna Henderson 
Emma Henry 
Lilian Kinski 
Amelia McCarthy 
Evalynn Noie 
Jacob Sprout 
Jovani Wallner 
Julia Zyjewski 
 
Annual Notices: Throughout the school year, we 
have a number of required annual notices.  Fall 

Notice . 
 

 

 

 

http://www.sdsm.k12.wi.us/for_families/school_nutrition/resources
http://www.sdsm.k12.wi.us/for_families/school_nutrition/resources
http://ms.sdsm.k12.wi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_820143/File/SMMS/Q1%202018-19%20Honor%20Roll%20for%20Website%20-%20MS.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nX4kNdlMLJ7uGhg31vTfDQA_Exq1_IeZE314cnxIO68/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nX4kNdlMLJ7uGhg31vTfDQA_Exq1_IeZE314cnxIO68/edit?usp=sharing


 
School District of South Milwaukee  
Weather Related Closings Information 

 

Dear Families, 

Regular attendance is important to success in school and we expect that when school is 
in session, students are engaged in learning. However, because we live in Wisconsin 
and our winter weather is unpredictable, the School District of South Milwaukee has 
established the following guidelines for decisions related to inclement weather. Please 
refer to these guidelines when you have questions about possible school closings. 

● Our first priority is to ensure student and staff safety. We consider information 
from the National Weather Service, local road conditions, and reports from our 
buildings and grounds department to make a decision about school closures. 

● Decisions to close school are made as soon as practicable, typically no later than 
5:00am. Area superintendents remain in close contact as soon as we hear a 
prediction of inclement weather, often having conversations the day before and 
again before 4:00am.  While we try to keep decisions consistent across the 
region, each of us must weigh the many factors unique to our district. Therefore, 
there may be times that another district is open and we are closed, or vice versa. 
Since we are not part of the Milwaukee Public School system, their decision to 
close may be different from ours, based on their unique needs. 

● Decisions regarding extreme cold or snow are based on the National Weather 
Service’s (NOAA) WARNING level. For extreme cold weather, the WARNING 
level is a sustained minus 35 degrees wind chill or lower.  While exceptions 
are possible, you should plan on school being open if the forecast does not reach 
the WARNING level. Cancellations for snow are based on the amount and timing 
of the snowfall, as well as compounding factors such as wind or ice layers. 

● Sometimes the weather will surprise us after school is already in session. We will 
generally not close once school is in session due to transportation and/or 
supervision concerns.  

● Provided we have a current telephone number on file, families will receive a 
phone call if school is cancelled. You can also find information on our district 
website , through local media, or by following us on Facebook or Twitter.  

http://www.sdsm.k12.wi.us/
http://www.sdsm.k12.wi.us/
https://www.facebook.com/SoMilwSchools/
https://twitter.com/SoMilwSchools


● South Milwaukee is a Wisconsin and National School District of Character and 
we pride ourselves in helping others in need. Please consider offering a ride to a 
friend or neighbor that might have transportation challenges. We also encourage 
you to be a good neighbor and shovel your sidewalks and crosswalks for children 
that walk to school. If your child lacks warm clothing, please contact South 
Milwaukee Human Concerns or your child’s school for information about social 
service agencies.  

● As parents/guardians, you know your child’s circumstances best. Therefore, we 
respect your decision to not send your child to school when weather conditions 
are questionable. However, please understand that if school is in session and 
you decide to keep your child home, your child is missing instruction and will be 
required to make up any missing work. 

School closing decisions are not easy. Your child’s education is important and we want 
to provide learning opportunities on as many days as possible. Almost always, some 
people will agree with the decision, and some will not. Please know that we use our best 
judgment with the information we have available at the time. 

 

Sincerely, 

Rita M. Olson, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

 


